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There are only a few days left until
the “big day,” a day that took
months of planning and preparation

– and studying. Everything is set and the
bar/bat mitzvah child can finally ease up
on the practicing to keep the last minute
jitters to a minimum.

If you’re going to be a guest at the event
you might be getting jittery yourself as you
consider what to do about the gift. What
type of gift, what’s appropriate and where
to shop can be daunting especially for those
unfamiliar with the honoree, the Jewish
religion or the religious ceremony itself. 

Gifts have changed over the years from
fountain pens and the planting of trees in
the Holy Land to iPods and whatever else
a typical 13-year-old birthday child would
want, and tend to vary greatly by commu-
nity. But most often, close friends and
family choose gifts that are meaningful to
the occasion or something the bar/bat
mitzvah can use in years to come. 

Edna’s Inspiration
Walk into the Inspiration Gallery and

you’ll be greeted by owner Edna whose
“inspiration” began as a business in her
home in 1986. The Gallery has been at its
current location for 18 years and after one
visit, it’s no wonder. You’ll find Judaic
books and gifts for every Jewish holiday
and celebration. The friendly staff is more
than willing to offer gift suggestions but if
browsing is more your style, this is the
place to browse until your heart’s content. 

You’ll find bookend replicas of the
Second Temple, Tree of Life bookends,
photo frames with the Star of David,
tzedaka (charity) boxes, silver kiddush
cups, menorahs, prayer shawls and a Bear
Mitzvah, an adorable stuffed bear that
commemorates the occasion.

Monday through Thursday 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sunday
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed on the Sabbath.
Inspirational Gallery, 1333 North
Ave., New Rochelle. 914-633-8508.
judaica@att.net.
www.inspirationgallery.com.

One of the unique tzedaka boxes
found at Inspiration Gallery.
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Custom Fabric Keepsakes
Jane Fried Sheinfeld, of The Pieced

Palette, creates fabric keepsakes, most
often pillows that commemorate impor-
tant milestones such as bar/bat mitzvahs,
births and weddings. For the bar/bat
mitzvah Sheinfeld designs pillows with
embroidered monograms centered within
a Star of David, computer generated
designs matching the font and colors of
the invitation, fabric reproductions of
digital photos and scanned invitations
that are “framed” on pillows with coordi-
nating fabric and trim – the possibili-
ties are endless. With Sheinfeld’s
help and experience the pillow
style, color and design will reflect
the style of the bar/bat mitzvah
and commemorate the event in a
unique way. Production time and
prices are dependent on detailing,
fabric and design. $50 and up. Jane
Fried Sheinfeld, The Pieced Palette.
914-420-1746.
info@thepiecedpalette.com.
www.thepiecedpalette.com.

An Aesthetic Sense
From the outside, The Aesthetic

Sense has an unassuming presence
being slightly setback from Main
Street and tucked away in a corner,
but once inside you’ll find a beauti-
ful, bright and open space with a
gallery feel. For owner Karen
Schecter, once a practicing lawyer,
her store is all about the artistry
and the “aesthetics,” her love of art
and the spiritual and being true to
her vision – it’s more than just stock
and trade.

Along one wall is a large selec-
tion of tallitot, Jewish prayer shawls
worn in synagogue on the Sabbath
and holidays and while reciting the
morning prayers. They’re beautiful-

ly displayed on wooden poles as if they
were pieces of art (which they are) and
created by Israeli, American and
Canadian designers using a variety fabrics
ranging from machine made to hand
woven silks, wools and cottons and come
in a variety of styles, designs and colors.
Many are one-of-a-kind. 

Throughout the store are displays of
kiddush cups, unique tzedaka boxes,
menorahs, yads, jewelry and more.
Everything is a work of art in their own

right including the whimsi-
cal, hard to resist Bar

Mitzfrogs, Bat
Mitzfrogs and Mazel
Toads which are
cleverly named frog
characters hand-
painted on rocks by

Susan Krackehla.
They make great keep-

The Pieced Palette’s custom fabric keep-
sake pillows are beautiful reminders of a
special day.

Painted Bar and Bat Mitzfrogs,
from The Aesthetic Sense, make
adorable keepsakes.
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sakes and add a personal touch and a little
whimsy if the ever-popular bar/bat mitzvah
gift of money in denominations of $18 (the
number value of the word “chai” meaning
life) is your gift of choice. The Aesthetic
Sense, 198 East Main St., Mt. Kisco.
244-4429. www.theaestheticsense.com.

A Sentimental Favorite
The Daily Portrait™, the flagship

product of Milson Road, the family-
owned, family-run business of Mark and
Margaret Brown, came to fruition while
the Brown’s lived in Australia on none
other than, Milson Road. The Portraits
started as handmade versions created by
Mark for nieces and nephews commemo-
rating important milestones. It soon devel-
oped into a sentimental favorite with
requests from family and friends and a pas-
sion of Mark and Margaret Brown’s. When
they returned to the states they brought
The Daily Portrait with them and opened

Milson Road. 
The Daily Portrait is a framed, personal-

ized commemorative print celebrating a
special occasion or milestone in a “news
page” format alongside the day’s headlines –
it’s a time capsule of memories captured in a
beautiful framed print (18X20-inches). The
lead headline of a bar/bat mitzvah Portrait
is the news of the child being called to the
Torah and becoming a bar/bat mitzvah and
the lead story reports the details. 

The Daily Portrait can be ordered
online through the Milson Road Web
site. Milson Road, 487 East Main St.,
Suite 141, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549-3420
(mailing address). 1-877-464-5766.
www.milsonroad.com.

Gift Registries for the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah?

Modern technology has impacted the
way we do everything including how we
“window shop,” comparison shop and pur-
chase items. We can do it all online if we
choose and when it comes to purchasing
gifts, online registries have become a con-
venient, smart and acceptable way to ask
for and receive gifts. 

Deposit a Gift (DAG) is an online cash
registry site that differs from the tradition-
al registry; it is based on “saving” for
something rather than signing up at specif-
ic stores for specific items. The bar/bat
mitzvah may want to save for a future trip
to Israel or collect donations for a special
cause or charity and guests can contribute
a monetary gift towards their desire. It may
sound unconventional but – at one time –
so did sending Evites and using online
photo sites for sharing and storing photos.
Mention code WFFAMILY for $20 
discount. www.depositagift.com. �

Irene C. Okwit is associate editor of
Westchester Family.

Milson Road’s The Daily Portrait for a
bar mitzvah. 


